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From the Office of Green Bay Mayor, Eric Genrich 

Dear American Hosta Society and Midwest Regional Hosta Society, 

As our nation’s largest hosta event, I welcome you to our city. We are thrilled 
you’ve chosen us to host your 51st annual convention. Since your founding, 
you’ve grown your membership to an impressive 3,000 hosta enthusiasts. I 
appreciate your efforts to foster the development of the genus, and to share 
the enjoyment of gardening. 

Hostas are very important in northern gardens, given their variety, beauty, 
and hardiness. They’re easy to grow, especially in shade-loving areas. I know 
many Green Bay residents have shared hostas with neighbors, relatives, and 
friends. We will be excited to learn of the new trends in hostas for 2019, and 
to view the new “Golden Harmony” hosta, a Green Bay original.  

We hope you enjoy all the amenities Green Bay has to offer. We have a 
Botanical Garden located just a few miles from the Radisson. In downtown 
Green Bay, you can enjoy our riverfront, CityDeck, farmers’ markets, and 
sculptures along the Fox River Trail. Bay Beach Amusement Park, one of the 
oldest continuously running amusement parks in the nation, is located across 
the street from the Wildlife Sanctuary, a park with native fauna and flora. 

Enjoy your visit to our community. I’m sure your convention will be a success!

Welcome from the Mayor of Green Bay

All the best, 

. .
Eric Genrich, Green Bay Mayor 

City of Green Bay      
100 N Jefferson St, Room 200 
Green Bay, WI 54301
greenbaywi.gov/Mayor
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Welcome to the 2019 first-ever joint American Hosta Society 
National Convention and Midwest Regional Hosta Society 

Regional Convention.  

Wow! That takes a second to sink in, but what a perfect example of how the love 
and sharing of our favorite plant spills over into our generous and unselfish 
desire to make a hosta convention more accessible and available for all.  

A big thank you to the Green & Gold Hosta Society of Northeastern Wisconsin 
for taking on the planning and making it a great convention for all. And it truly 
will be a convention for (almost) all with more than 500 attendees!  

Perhaps you’re from the Midwest region and generally try to attend both 
conventions or select one of the two depending on the year, or maybe being 
from another part of the country allows you to only attend the national 
convention, we are sure you will find this combined venue one that totally fills 
your need for a hosta fix!  

Regular activities like the Hosta Show, the auction, vending, garden tours, and 
speakers will all be available for you to enjoy, plus who knows what other 
surprises might be in store! Every convention has its unique identity and adds its 
personal flavor, and this will be no exception. Green Bay has a bit of small town 
feel mixed with some big city amenities and countless opportunities to explore 
various cultural and, might I even say, sports-related activities. There is plenty for 
all to see and do and we hope you have a great time! 

The unique combined venue offers everyone another major perk — you can meet 
many new hosta people! If you previously only attended regional conventions or 
only the national one, this year there will most likely be some faces that are new 
to you. Go ahead and say hi and introduce yourself! Our friendship plant makes 
that easy to do and you may go home with the greatest treasure of all: a new 
hosta friend!  

If this is your first convention, rest assured you can ask anyone for any kind of 
help you need. Hosta people are hosta friends and we have a lot of them!  

Enjoy!  
, . , ,

AHS President

Welcome from the AHS President
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Friday, June 14 • 7pm 
Participate in our fun and 
sometimes fierce competition 
to get the winning bid on many 
unique and beautiful hostas. 

Auction Information

President…………………………………… Mary Schwartzbauer 
Executive Vice President ………………..  Amy Peterson 
Immediate Past President………………… Don Dean 
Vice President, Judging & Exhibitions….. Michael Greanya 
Vice President Genus Hosta……………… Jim Henry 
Vice President Member Services………… Sandy Klausman 
Vice President Publications……………….. Barry Ankney 
Vice President Awards and Honors……… Paula Lehtola

Convention Planning Committee MessageAmerican Hosta Society Officers

Auction plant receiving has limited hours (see schedule on pages 11-13). 
Please contact a team member if you need to make other arrangements for 
dropping off donations. Plants will be assigned item numbers and will be 
displayed for the auction. Proceeds benefit the AHS.

In February, we said goodbye to Gregg 
Peterson, the 14th President of the American 
Hosta Society. His love of hostas and 
gardening was only surpassed by his love of 
people. Please continue to keep his wife, Amy, 
and his entire family in your thoughts and 
prayers. Gregg, you are deeply missed.

In Loving Memory
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On behalf of the Green & Gold Hosta Society of Northeastern 
Wisconsin, welcome to Hostafinitty!   

We are grateful and a bit overwhelmed by the response to the convention. At 
our initial planning meeting we thought that if we could entice 350 of you to 
come to Green Bay, we would be successful. Never did we think that we would 
need to turn people away.  

We hope this week meets your expectations, that you enjoy Wisconsin 
hospitality, and that you leave with fond memories of your time here (and 
maybe a few new hostas and friends). 

Convention activities include two days spent touring ten gardens,  a wonderful 
line up of national and local speakers, our expert panel, a terrific group of 
vendors, the Hosta Show, an auction, great food, and a hospitality room to visit 
with old and new friends.  

Whew, you're going to be busy!  

Many people automatically think "Packers" when they think of Green Bay, and 
you certainly should see Lambeau Field while you’re here, but Green Bay is 
more than just the Packers. You may want to take some time to visit the Green 
Bay Botanical Garden, the National Railroad Museum, local restaurants, 
breweries, or wineries. The visitors bureau has literature available near the 
convention registration.  

Hosting a national convention has been the culmination of 20 plus years of 
effort by current and former Green & Gold Society members. Thank you to 
those first few that met in 1997 to determine if there was enough interest to 
form a group; to the gardeners who, over the years, have opened their 
gardens, donated, dug, weeded, baked, and served as officers; to Herb and 
Gladie King for the convention plant; and especially to all the members of the 
convention committee who have spent three years working to host the AHS. 

Thank you for attending. Have a wonderful time! 

  Green & Gold Hosta Society President 

, &   2019 AHS Convention Chairs

A Note From Your 2019 Planning Committee
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.
noun  |  host·af·fin·i·ty  |  host-ə-ˈfi-nə-tē  | 

  

• . . . . . . .  

• . . . . .   

As gardeners, we share an affinity for one special plant: hostas. We share the 
same interests and have a natural liking for each other and our beloved plants. 
This feeling of kinship inspired the theme for the 2019 American Hosta Society 
National Convention. With that in mind, we hope you leave with a lot more 
friends and a few more hostas — in that order.

WHERE FRIENDS & FOLIAGE MEET

Co-Chair, Marketing & Advertising…… 
Co-Chair & Tour Gardens…………..…… 
Secretary & Raffle…………………………. 
Treasurer ……………………………………… 
Registration…………………………………..  

Vendors & Hosta Show…………………… 
Hosta Show…………….…………………….. 
Auction & Decor……………………………..  
Website, Photos & Prep………………….. 
Hostatality…………………………………….. 
Table Decorations………………………….. 
Tour Buses & Booklet……………………… 

A special thank you to Matt Bendig for his foundational work on the committee.

Convention Planning Committee MessageYour 2019 AHS Convention Planning Committee
Tammy Borden 
Jen Peterson 
Gina Burgert 
Glenn Erdmann 
Germaine Schwaller   
Judy Sytsma 
Pat Gwidt 
Chuck Zdeb 
Nancy Gardebrecht 
Mary & Terry Vertz 
Linda and Gary Joslin 
Jill Dowland 
Kyle Gigot
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NAME TAGS 
Your name tag is required attire for all events, including meals. The public is 
invited to some events so please wear your name tags at all times.  
  
GARDEN TOURS  
We will visit ten beautiful gardens over the course of two days.  Remember 
that the tour gardens are private residences, not designed to be handicap 
accessible, and will not have public restrooms. Tours are open to registered 
convention guests only. 

BUS LOADING 
If you registered for bus transportation, loading begins promptly at 6:15am 
and begins departing at 6:30. When a bus is full, it leaves. (See map on pg. 
24 for loading area.) 
  
RAFFLE  
The drawing will be held on Saturday, June 15th and winners will be posted 
at 3pm.  Pick up by 5pm.  Raffle items will not be delivered or shipped. 
Unclaimed items will be forfeited to Green & Gold Hosta Society. 
   
PLANT CLEANING AND DIVIDING 
Plant cleaning and dividing will be done in the hotel (see map on pg. 24 for 
location).  Paper towels and plastic bags are available.  Plant cleaning and 
dividing in your hotel room is prohibited! 
  
HOSTA SHOW 
Leaf preparation and registration will be in the Great Lakes Complex.  See 
schedule on pgs. 11–13 for times. 
  
HOSTATALITY 
We invite you to relax and catch up with friends in the Plaza Club after a busy 
convention day. See schedule on pgs. 11–13 for open times. 
  
AREA ATTRACTIONS & RESTAURANTS  
Information is available in your welcome bag and at select times at 
registration. 

Convention Planning Committee MessageGeneral Convention Information

8



,

We’re thrilled to offer each registered attendee an exclusive 2019 gift 
plant hybridized by Herb King of Green Bay, Wisconsin. When you visit 
the King’s garden on Saturday’s tour stop, you’ll be able to see the 
original plant that has been in their collection for more than 20 years. 

At maturity, this beautiful, upright hosta is a unique shade of greenish 
yellow with extremely rugous leaves that are folded with twists and 
turns, giving it the appearance of movement. It’s an open pollenated 
seedling of H. ‘Golden Waffles.’  

Thank you to Rob Mortko for propagating this year’s convention plant.  
And a special thank you to Schroeder’s Flowers in Green Bay for  
overwintering them! 

*Note: We originally hoped to offer a choice between two gift plants, however, the  
second hosta didn’t perform well in tissue culture. Our apologies.

SHARE YOUR PHOTOS AND EXPERIENCES 
ON OUR 2019 EVENT FACEBOOK PAGE!

facebook.com/groups/AHS2019GreenBay
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2019 Schedule of Events 

TIME EVENT ROOM

4 – 8pm Registration Open Three Clans Ballroom Entry
4 – 8pm Vendor Arrival & Set Up (No sales) Iroquois Complex

TUESDAY, JUNE 11

TIME EVENT ROOM

7 – 9am Breakfast (Included for hotel guests only) Pine Tree Grill
8 – 11am Vendor Arrival & Set Up (No sales) Iroquois Complex
8am – 4pm Registration Open Three Clans Ballroom Entry
9am – 3pm Hosta Show Entries Received Huron
10am – 2pm Optional Garden Tours (No transportation provided. Check 

at registration.)
See pgs. 37–38                 

Noon – 5pm Vendor Sales Open Iroquois Complex
Noon – 4pm Green & Gold Ra#e Sales Open Iroquois Complex
11am – 3pm Judges Clinic I Plaza Club Room
1 – 3pm Rod Kuenster Hosta Seed Growers Show — Plants Received 

(Public Welcome)
Purcell's Meeting Room

1 – 2:30pm Auction Items Received Bear Room
1 – 4pm AHS Board Meeting Three Clans Room
3 – 7pm Optional Event: Green Bay Botanical Garden Tour & 

Spanferkle Pig Roast (Free Shuttle 3-7:30 for attendees)
See pg. 25                

7:30 – 8:30pm Auction Items Received Bear Room
7 – 9pm Registration Open Three Clans Ballroom Entry
8 – 11pm Hostatality Plaza Club Room

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 12
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EVENT SCHEDULE 
See page 24 for room locations

Schedule subject to change without notice.



2019 Schedule of Events 

TIME EVENT ROOM
7 – 9am Breakfast (Included for hotel guests only) Pine Tree Grill
8am – 5pm Registration Open Three Clans Ballroom Entry
8 – 11am Rod Kuenster Hosta Seed Growers Show Plants Received 

(Public welcome)
Purcell's Meeting Room

8 – 10am Hosta Show Entries Received Huron
8 – 9am Newcomer Meeting (For first-time attendees) Purcell's Upper Deck
8 – 9am Publications Meeting (For local society newsletter editors) Champion's Board Room
8 – 9:30am Auction Items Received Bear Room
8:30– 10:30am Judges Clinic II Plaza Club Room
8:30 – 10am Midwest Regional Hosta Society Board Meeting Executive Board Room
9 – 11:30am Vendor Sales Open Iroquois Complex
9 – 11:30am Green & Gold Ra#e Sales Open Iroquois Complex
9:30 – 10:30am Speaker: Kathy Baum — “Garden Tips, Tricks & Hacks” Three Clans Ballroom
11am – 2pm Hosta Show Judges Luncheon and O$cial Judging  

(Lunch in Purcell's Upper Deck)
Great Lakes Complex

11:30am – 2pm Luncheon w/awards and speaker Three Clans Ballroom
Scientific Speaker: Don Dean — “Something Old, 
Something New, Something Blue for You”

Three Clans Ballroom

2 – 9pm Vendor Sales Open (Public welcome) Iroquois Complex
2 - 9pm Green & Gold Ra#e Sales Open (Public welcome) Iroquois Complex
2 – 8pm Hosta Show Open (Public welcome) Great Lakes Complex
2:30 – 3:30pm Speaker: Shane Wagner — “Incorporating Water Features 

in the Garden”
Three Clans Ballroom

3:30 – 4:30pm Judges Clinic III Plaza Club Room
3:30 – 5:30pm Auction Items Received Bear Room
3 – 5pm Rod Kuenster Hosta Seed Growers Show Viewing & Voting 

(Public welcome)
Purcell's Meeting Room

4:30 - 5:30pm President’s Meeting (For local society board presidents) Huron
5 – 6:30pm Dinner on your own Your choosing
6:30 – 8pm Speakers: Je! Miller, Olga Petryszyn, Doug Beilstein — 

“Hosta Roundtable: A Conversation”
Three Clans Ballroom

8 – 9pm Midwest Regional Hosta Society Member Meeting Three Clans Ballroom
8 – 11pm Hostatality Plaza Club Room

THURSDAY, JUNE 13
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Get to know your speakers! See pgs. 21–22.

Schedule subject to change without notice.



2019 Schedule of Events 
FRIDAY, JUNE 14
TIME EVENT ROOM
6 – 9 am Breakfast (Included for hotel guests only) Pine Tree Grill
6:30 – 2 pm Reserved Garden Bus Tours — West Loop (w/box lunch)  

Departure promptly at 6:30 am
See pgs. 26–30

7 am – 2 pm Self-driving Garden Tours Open — West Loop  
(Pick up directions and tour route at registration)

See pgs. 27–30

8 am – Noon Registration Open Three Clans Ballroom Entry
1 – 5 pm Vendor Sales Open (Public welcome) Iroquois Complex
1 – 5 pm Green & Gold Ra#e Sales Open (Public welcome) Iroquois Complex
2 – 3:30 pm Auction Items Received Bear Room
2 – 5 pm Hosta Show Open  (Public welcome) Great Lakes Complex
2 – 5 pm Rod Kuenster Hosta Seed Growers Show Viewing & Voting 

(Public welcome)
Purcell's Meeting Room

4 – 10 pm Cash Bar Open Three Clans Ballroom
4 – 5 pm Auction Items Preview Three Clans Ballroom
5 –7 pm Dinner w/AHS Business Meeting, Benedict Award, Eunice 

Fischer Award, Hosta Show Awards
Three Clans Ballroom

7 – 7:30 pm Auction Items Preview (Public welcome) Three Clans Ballroom
7:30– 10:30 pm AHS Auction (Public welcome) Three Clans Ballroom
9 – 11 pm Hostatality Plaza Club Room

TIME EVENT ROOM
6 – 9 am Breakfast (Included for hotel guests only) Pine Tree Grill
6:30 – 2:30 pm Reserved Garden Bus Tours — East Loop (w/box lunch)  

Departure promptly at 6:30 am
See pgs. 31–36               

7 am – 2 pm Self-driving Garden Tours Open — East Loop  
(Pick up directions and tour route at registration)

See pgs. 31–36

Noon – 4 pm Vendor Sales Open (Public welcome) Iroquois Complex
Noon – 3 pm Green & Gold Ra#e Sales Open (Public welcome) Iroquois Complex
1 – 4 pm Hosta Show Open Great Lakes Complex
1 – 4 pm Rod Kuenster Hosta Seed Growers Show Viewing w/Winners 

Announced (Public Welcome)
Purcell's Meeting Room

3 pm Ra#e Drawing Winners Posted (Pick up by 5 pm) Iroquois Complex
4 – 5 pm Hosta Show Break Down Great Lakes Complex
4 – 5 pm Rod Kuenster Hosta Seed Growers Show Break Down Purcell's Meeting Room
4:30 – 8 pm Cash Bar Open Three Clans Ballroom Entry
5:30 – 8 pm Dinner with Alex Summer Awards Three Clans Ballroom

Keynote Speaker: Rick Goodenough — “Designing a Hosta 
Garden”

Three Clans Ballroom

Closing Remarks and a Look at 2020 Three Clans Ballroom
8 – 11 pm Hostatality Plaza Club Room
8:30 – 10 pm AHS Post Convention Meeting  

(AHS Board, 2019 Co-Chairs, 2020 Chairs)
Huron

SATURDAY, JUNE 15

13Schedule subject to change without notice.



2019 Schedule of Events 

TIME EVENT ROOM
7 – 9am Breakfast (Included for hotel guests only) Pine Tree Grill
10am – 2pm Optional Garden Tours (No transportation provided) See pgs. 39–40             

SUNDAY, JUNE 16

A SPECIAL THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES  
FOR DONATING PRODUCTS AND SERVICES. 

Schroeder’s Flower — Green Bay, WI 
Radco — Shawano, WI
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Convention Planning Committee Message2019 AHS Convention Vendors

Jack’s Hostas 
W59N910 Sheboygan Road 
Cedarburg, WI 53012-1451 
Phone: 262-375-0617 
www.jackshostas.com 
 
Uniquely Hostas 
205 Grove Avenue 
Elroy, WI 53929 
Phone: 608-462-4662 
www.uniquelyhostas.com 
  
Land of the Giants Hosta Farm 
9106 N. Raven Drive 
Milton, WI 53563 
Phone: 608-580-0190 
www.landofthegiantshostafarm.com 
  
The Hosta Stop 
1011 Plover Road 
Plover, WI 54467 
Phone: 715-630-5305 
www.hostastop.com 
 
In the Country Garden & Gifts 
2587 Quasqueton Diagonal Blvd. 
Independence, IA 50644 
Phone: 319-327-0927 
www.inthecountrygardenandgifts.com 

Swanstone Gardens 
4696 Swan Road 
Green Bay, WI 54311 
Phone: 920-866-9367 
www.swanstonegardens.com 

Botanophilia LLC 
204 W. Hill Road Apt D 
Rhinelander, WI 5450l  
Phone: 920-226-0452  
www.iloveshadeplants.com  

Green Hill Farm 
PO Box 773 
Franklin, NC 27525 
Phone: 919-309-0649 
www.hostahosta.com 
 
Cheesehead Gardens & Glass 
8354 Valley View Circle 
Larsen, WI 54947 
Phone: 920-450-6224 
www.facebook.com/
cheeseheadgardening 
 
Skylar’s Hostas 
3 S. 630 Virginia Avenue 
Warrenville, IL 60555 
Phone: 630-393-3439 

Plant Label Systems 
2723 Smallwood Drive 
Knoxville, TN 37920 
Phone: 865-607-9240 

Rustic Resque LLC 
116 E. Main Street 
Little Chute, WI 54140 
Phone: 920-915-9213 
www.rusticresque.com 

Vole King 
158 Elam Court 
New Hill, NC 27562 
Phone: 919-538-6210 
www.voleking.com 

Take a bit of Hostaffinity with 
you! Check the schedule on 
pages 11-13 for open times.
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Hosta Stop Gardens
Golden Sands

1011 Hwy 54 | Plover  WI  54467
www.hostastop�������#�������������������������

Hours:
Monday - Friday 10:00am - 6:00pm

Saturday 8:00am - 6:00pm
Sunday 8:00am - 4:00pm

After business hours call for appointment

715-630-9585
715-630-5305 or 715-347-7865 

������������������

You Hosta Stop����� ��������!������������������
�����������10% off with this coupon�!����"��� 
 �������������������������������������
�� ����	�

hosta stop ad [5.5 x 8].indd   1 2/22/19   12:48 PM



Convention Planning Committee MessageAmerican Hosta Society Awards

The AHS has established a number of awards designed to recognize member 
achievement and to encourage activities that promote the genus Hosta. 

Lifetime Achievement Award 
On occasion, the AHS Board of Directors may choose to award this honor in 
recognition of an individual’s continued contributions to the society or to the 
advancement of the genus Hosta. Recipients include George Schmid, Shirley 
& Van Wade and, most recently, Warren Pollack in 2018. 

Alex J. Summers (AJS) Distinguished Merit Award 
This award is the highest award offered by and sponsored by the AHS. It is 
awarded to a member of the Society in recognition of having given 
outstanding service to the AHS, the development of the genus Hosta, or 
both. The recipient receives a large wooden plaque. 

Alex J. Summers (AJS) Distinguished Merit Hosta 
This award is for a hosta of distinguished merit and is selected by the 
recipient of the Alex J. Summers Distinguished Merit Award. The merit of the 
selected Hosta is detailed in the acceptance address of the AJS 
Distinguished Merit Award recipient and the name of the Hosta appears on 
the recipient’s plaque. 
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Convention Planning Committee MessageAmerican Hosta Society Awards
Eunice Fisher (EF) Distinguished Hybridizer Merit Award 
This award is the highest award offered by the AHS in recognition of 
outstanding achievement in hosta hybridizing. It is awarded to a member of 
the society who has truly advanced the genus Hosta through hybridization. 
The recipient receives a large wooden plaque. This honor may be awarded 
posthumously.  

Eunice Fisher (EF) Distinguished Merit Hosta Award 
This award is for the hosta that the recipient of the EF Distinguished 
Hybridizer Merit Award selects from among his/her own hosta hybrids as the 
recipient’s favorite. The hosta selected is announced in the recipient’s 
acceptance address and the name of the hosta appears on the recipient’s 
plaque. 

The Benedict Medal of Honor for Garden Performance Award 
This award is designed to recognize hostas that demonstrate superior garden 
performance – garden worthy plants that have passed the test of time, that 
exhibit cultural superiority, and that can be appreciated in the landscape both 
from a distance and under close observation. These awards are named in 
honor of the late Dr. Ralph H. (Herb) Benedict, one of the great pioneers of 
improving the genus Hosta through hybridization, a long time promoter of 
hostas as the premier shade perennial, and a strong supporter of the AHS.  

National Convention Hosta Show Awards 
These awards are presented by the AHS to specified winners in the National 
Convention Hosta Show. Winners will also be acknowledged in The Hosta 
Journal and on the AHS Website. Common Hosta Show awards include: 

 * Additional awards may be presented. Occasionally no award is presented if a category is not  
   part of the show or there is no blue ribbon winner. 

• President’s Exhibitor’s Award 
• Sweepstakes Award 
• Kevin Vaughn Youth Achievement Award 
• Best Seedling or Sport Award

• Best Container Grown Hosta 
• Best Trough / Container Garden Arranged 

for Effect Award 
• Best Educational Display Award  
• Artistic Design Award  
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Hosta Seizure 
A Magical Realist Gardening Mystery 

by Jim Henry 
 

We all talk a lot about our hostas,  
and sometimes some of us might talk to our hostas . . . 

What if they’ve been talking back? 
 

“Hosta lovers anywhere who have been smitten by this plant will 
surely relate to Hosta Seizure at some level.” –DON DEAN 

 

AMAZON !!!!! | See the trailer at hostaseizure.com 
	

Hostaf f in i ty  Spec ia l :   
Signed First Edition with Complimentary Pen 

+ Starter Specimen of H. Stiletto from the Author’s Garden 
$13.95 

 

Call or Text 808.285.8124 to Reserve Your Copy 

	

JOIN US AGAIN NEXT YEAR

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!



The American Hosta Society 
Join the American Hosta Society and receive The Hosta Journal mailed 
twice a year and have access to a third issue online in the Members Only 
section of the AHS website. This publication offers the latest information on 
care, feeding, and hybridizing; pictures of new cultivars; and news of 
upcoming meetings and conventions. Dues are $30 individual and $34 
family membership per year (U.S.). Membership is on a calendar year basis.  
Send inquiries to: 

Sandie Markland - AHS Membership Secretary 
P.O. Box 7539 • Kill Devil Hills, NC 27948 

AHS Website: www.hosta.org 
  

Region V — Midwest Regional Hosta Society 
Members of the American Hosta Society in Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, 
Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota, and 
Wisconsin constitute Region V of the American Hosta Society. Membership 
in the Midwest Regional Hosta Society is $20 for 2 years,and includes two 
issues per year of the society's newsletter. It typically offers an annual 
convention which includes an annual meeting, judges' clinics, educational 
seminars, and plant sales. For additional information, please contact: 

Barb Schroeder, Membership 
1819 Coventry Dr. • Champaign, IL 61822 

  

Green & Gold Hosta Society 
The Green & Gold Hosta Society of Northeastern Wisconsin was 
established in 1997 for the purpose of educating  members on the use of 
hosta. It publishes newsletters and sponsors member garden tours, plant 
sales, and holds an annual bus trip. Three year dues are $24.00 for an 
individual and $36.00 per family.  Send membership inquiries to: 

Linda Joslin - Treasurer 
3079 South Eagle Terrace • Green Bay WI  54313  

GGHS Website: www.greenandgoldhosta.org

Convention Planning Committee MessageHosta Society Membership Information
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Speakers 

Rick began hybridizing hostas in the 1990s and has 
named and introduced over 200 cultivars. His 
presentation will focus on taking a practical approach 
to designing a hosta garden; brainstorming ideas; 
defining proper plant siting; and exploring various 
hardscaping, layouts, paths, raised beds, terrace 
walls, tree selection, and key plantings.

Rick Goodenough, Keynote 
HYBRIDIZER & PLANTSMAN 
“Hosta Garden Design” • Saturday 7pm

Don Dean, Scientific Speaker 
HYBRIDIZER & FORMER AHS PRESIDENT 
“Something Old, Something Blue, Something  
New for You” • Thursday 1pm
Don is well-known in the hosta community as former 
president of the AHS, but he is also known for his 
hosta introductions, especially blue hostas. Hear 
about reliable old blue standards and the beauty they 
bring to the shady garden as compared to newer 
blues that offer “advancements” on color and lasting 
coloration. Explore time-tested varieties and others 
yet to be introduced and under evaluation.

Kathy Baum, Opening Speaker 
MASTER GARDENER VOLUNTEER 
“Garden Tips, Tricks & Hacks” • Thursday 9:30am

As a hosta enthusiast and Master Gardener, Kathy 
will delight you with her fun, creative, and practical 
tips to enhance your garden experience, including  
lots of DIY ways to conquer your toughest 
challenges. Of course, there will be plenty of great 
hosta and other horticultural advice as well!
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Speakers 

Hosta Roundtable  •  Thursday, 6:30pm

Shane Wagner, Session Speaker 
AQUATIC SERVICE MANAGER, BRUCE COMPANY 
“Garden Water Features” • Thursday 2:30pm
Shane has designed and built waterscapes of all 
shapes and sizes for more than 26 years. Learn  
the benefits of using water features, such as aquatic 
plants, fish, natural bridges, seating and even 
lighting for nighttime viewing. Shane will cover the 
main types of water features including ponds, 
pondless, waterfalls, and bubbling urns and stones.

We’ve gathered some of the top hybridizers and hosta growers from around the 
country! Come hear their insights and get answers to those questions you’ve 
been itching to ask in this facilitated talk-back session Thursday at 6:30pm.

Doug Beilstein 
HYBRIDIZER & OWNER, HOSTA WORKS

Olga Petrszyn 
HYBRIDIZER

Jeff Miller 
HYBRIDIZER & OWNER, LAND OF THE GIANTS

Doug and Mardy Beilstein have a personal collection of 
over 1200 named hosta cultivars and are owners of Hosta 
Works. Doug grows more than 2,000 seedlings each year. 
He was the recipient of the 2017 Eunice Fisher 
Distinguished Hybridizer Merit Award.

Appropriately known as “The Hosta Lady,” Olga is famous 
for introducing very large hostas that she nurtures from tiny 
seedlings to striking garden plants. In 2012, her ‘Niagara 
Falls’ won the fourth Benedict Medal, and her introduction 
‘Brother Stefan’ was named the 2017 Hosta of the Year.

As owner of a hosta retail business in Milton, WI, Jeff 
started out with only 25 varieties. That turned into over 
2,500 varieties and over 400,000 planted in his gardens. 
Jeff also loves hybridizing to create new and garden worthy 
plants, including many Giantland introductions.22
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Green Bay Botanical Garden 

Botanical Garden Tour & Pig Roast 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 12, 3–7PM • 2600 LARSEN RD., GREEN BAY, WI 

You must have purchased a separate ticket for this sold out event.  
Free shuttle bus provided for registered attendees. Departures begin at  

2:45pm and last bus leaves garden at 7pm. You may also drive on your own.

Green Bay Botanical Garden truly is a gem of the Midwest. It was 
dedicated as an American  Hosta Society  Display Garden in 2010 and an 
American Hemerocallis (daylily) Display Garden in 2014.  

The Green & Gold Hosta Society of Northeastern Wisconsin maintains 
the Hosta Display Garden that greets visitors as they enter the visitor 
center. The Bay Area Daylily Buds maintains the Daylily Display Garden 
located within the gardens. Green Bay Botanical Gardens is also home to 
the King Shade Garden, featuring many of Herb and Gladie King's 
unique hostas. 

Green Bay Botanical Gardens features many other 'themed gardens' that 
are a delight to stroll through. This year features the butterfly display as 
well! 

After strolling through the gardens, enjoy a Wisconsin  
Spanferkle served by Biebel's Catering. They will slow 
roast a pig in their charcoal-fired pig roaster and  
serve it up with homemade baked beans, rolls and  
five other dishes for your culinary delight.
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To make this happen, it is necessary to keep to a strict schedule.   

• Buses will board at the east entrance to the complex near the convention 
registration area. Boarding begins at 6:15 a.m. for departure at 6:30 a.m. 
Friday’s tour will return to the Radisson at approximately 1:30 p.m. 
Saturday’s return will be about 2:30 p.m. 

• Tour guests will not be assigned to specific buses. If you wish to travel with 
friends, you will need to be in the boarding line together.  

• Two bus captains will be aboard each bus to facilitate smooth loading and 
unloading of the buses. Please follow their instructions.  

• Water and light refreshments will be available at the gardens. 
• Your box lunch will be given to you midway through the tour as your leave 

one of the gardens. 
• Bus captains will announce the departure time for each stop before you 

leave the bus. They will also sound an alarm approximately ten minutes 
prior to departure at which time you must board the bus for the next stop.  

• Buses will depart on time. If you are not on the bus when it departs, 
you will need to arrange your own transportation back to the hotel.  
As we expect the buses to be at capacity, you will not have the option 
of boarding a later bus. 

• Please use the bus bathrooms. Facilities are not available at the gardens. 
• We’ve included garden descriptions and photos of your garden hosts on 

the following pages of this booklet. Feel free to ask them questions. 
• Please check for personal items when leaving the bus each day. 

We are proud of our tour gardens and gardeners and are pleased to present them to 
you. Be aware that they are private gardens and not designed to be handicapped 

accessible. You may experience irregular or uneven paths and walkways.  
Please watch your step! 

Convention Planning Committee MessageTour Bus Information
We are pleased that so many of you are here! Note 
that only those who purchased bus transportation 
and wear their name badges are allowed on a tour 
bus. For self-driving tours, you can find addresses and 
routes for each day at registration.  

The size of the convention creates some logistical 
challenges, so we ask that everyone be courteous and 
understanding on the buses and in the gardens. To 
minimize congestion, we’ve tried to have 1–2 buses at 
a garden at any one time whenever possible. 
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Arriving from a quiet cul-de-sac street ,the front yard offers only a glimpse of 
the gardens to be discovered throughout the acre plus property. As you enter 
the side yard, your senses will be overcome as the backyard comes into view. 

Abundant shade trees and understory plantings create a perfect place for 
approximately 1,100 hostas (most one of a kind) and other complementing 
perennials. Most hostas are mature specimens, showing the full potential of 
many large and medium-sized varieties. 

An area is also dedicated to smaller hosta varieties, showing that good things 
can come in small packages. Many rare varieties are also featured, including 
several streaked breeding hostas that Audrey uses to hybridize. You may find 
several of her seedlings tucked away as well. 

Roses, hydrangea, lilies, and clematis flourish as well as many ornamental trees 
among the terraced gardens. Personality and character comes in the form of 
unique garden art and accessories. Begonias and many annuals in summer add 
to the color and textures. 

The gardens are at least 15 years old in  
redesign and additions. Rock  
outcroppings and stone walks lead you  
around the gardens. A moment to sit a  
spell can be enjoyed on the spacious  
shaded decks. 

We hope you enjoy your time in our  
gardens!

Audrey & Jim Temmer 
APPLETON, WISCONSIN

Friday Tour Garden 
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Friday Tour Garden 

Tammy & Paul Borden  
NEW LONDON, WISCONSIN

Our yard started out as a blank canvas when we moved to our little brown 
ranch home in the woods 15 years ago. The previous owner's idea of 
landscaping was a large lawn, a lonesome blue spruce tree and lots of 
landscape rocks. Not a single shrub or flower could be found on the property. 

It provided the perfect opportunity to make it our own and expand our hosta 
collection. Admittedly, the passion for collecting hostas is more Tammy’s than 
Paul’s but, together, they make a great team. While Tammy designs the 
gardens, selects varieties and plants them, Paul helps with spring and fall 
clean up and some of the grunt work — although Tammy has been known to 
maneuver massive boulders out of the woods to place in her gardens. 

Since 2004, we’ve carved out multiple garden beds with approximately 600 
hosta varieties of every shape, size and color. Numerous other perennials, 
shrubs, trees, structures, and tastefully displayed garden decor also add 
interest. We love accenting with annuals that provide a pop of color and 
attract hummingbirds and beneficial insects. 
  
While the towering trees offer shade, they also offer root competition, so 
many of our hostas are displayed in dozens of beautiful containers. A full sun 
hosta garden is prominently featured in 
the front yard, showing visitors that hostas 
don’t need to always stay in the shadows. 

Field stones from the old farm where 
Tammy grew up border some of the beds, 
and the woodland setting attracts lots of 
wildlife, making it a challenge at times. 

Welcome to our woodland retreat! 28



Jen & Cory Peterson  
CHEESEHEAD GARDENS  

LARSON, WISCONSIN

In 2013, Jen and her husband, Corey, were on the search for the perfect house. 
Jen wanted a large yard with enough shade for her ever-expanding hosta 
collection, and Corey wanted a basement large enough for his pool table.  

They found just the right house in the Town of Winchester with a one-acre lot 
set atop a hill with enough trees to move her collection of over 500 hostas.  
Towering white pines border the property, providing pine straw mulch to 
spread among her gardens. The soil is quite sandy and the hosta roots easily 
take hold and they can grow quickly, but extra attention needs to be given 
during dry spells to ensure the hostas receive ample moisture. 

The gardens have a bright and airy feel because of the high, filtered shade 
offered by the pine trees. A sloping hill extends away from the house, which 
used to be entirely lawn. Since Cory didn’t want to fall off his lawnmower, the 
hill just “had to be made into more gardens. 

There’s a large area that receives full sun, so Jen has been learning how to 
work with perennials that thrive in the heat of summer, including WIsconsin 
natives, elderberry shrubs, and various types of lilies, including daylilies, 
Asiatic, and Oriental. Martagon lilies also dot the shadier spots. 

Besides giant hostas, Jen has found a  
second love in glass, both fusing her own  
and collecting. Glass pieces are woven  
throughout the gardens adding colorful  
pops of color. The hobby has turned into a  
delightful side venture and Jen sells her  
original glass art at retail locations and art  
shows. Some pieces will be available for  
purchase during your stop. 

Friday Tour Garden 
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Gina & Max Burgert 
NEENAH, WISCONSIN

My obsession with hostas began about 15 years ago and has resulted in a 
continual quest for new varieties. I’m just as enamored with creative and clever 
names as I am with their appearance. My first garden is in the front yard and 
wraps around my koi pond.  It took me three months to build this 8000-gallon 
koi pond on my own. 
  
After I got the “hosta bug,” it went crazy from there! I created a huge garden 
that wraps around our garage, and then I started putting them all the way 
around our house. A giant garden across the entire back of our two-acre yard 
was the next step — it was a two-year process.   

My collection now consists of over 700 named varieties and a few special 
seedlings from friends and some of my own. I love the durability, beauty, and 
ease of care of hosta gardens. You’ll also find unique garden art collected from 
across the country. My favorite piece is a large metal iguana hauled all the way 
home from Arizona! 

Recently, a retention pond was added to help control flooding. Because our 
property is in a low-lying area, it was prone to flooding and seemed like a 
downright marsh at times. The addition 
has helped immensely.  

Among my other plant obsessions is a 
very large cactus collection that I display 
outside during the summer. In other  
sunny areas of the yard, several unique  
daylilies can be found. 

Enjoy!

Friday Tour Garden 
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Herb & Gladie King 
GREEN BAY, WISCONSIN

Saturday Tour Garden 

Despite having lived in our home for several decades, our woodland 
gardens are ever changing… a work in progress.  They are tucked into a 
wooded area on a large city lot. The gardens envelop the front and back of 
the home using the natural flow of the land to its best advantage. 

As you enter the backyard, a small bridge passes over a babbling stream 
flowing into a pond with beautiful fish. The stream meanders under arbors 
and around pavilions, passing fountains and garden statuary along the way.  
The lower garden in the backyard is beautifully designed with winding 
pathways that  guide you along mature hosta specimens, allowing you to 
view the hostas up close.  

An elevated deck stretches across the back of the house offering not only a 
perfect view of the pond and gardens but providing a backdrop for vines 
and container plantings, including more hostas. The setting is truly serene 
and feels expansive, making you forget that you’re on a city lot. 

Being “hooked” on hostas since the early 90’s, Herb has been hybridizing for 
over 20 years. More than 400 of his original hostas are named while 
hundreds more are still under evaluation.  
These are mixed with more than 550  
commercial varieties and planted  
amidst astilbe, ferns, and other colorful  
accent plants. 

We virtually live in our gardens as playing  
in the “yarden” is our favorite pastime. It  
keeps us young at heart!!
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Terry & Mary Vertz 
WINDY RIDGE GARDENS 

DE PERE, WISCONSIN

Saturday Tour Garden 

We built our house in the middle of a hay field in 1986 and the gardens have 
been a work in progress ever since. A few hostas came from our old house, 
but our hosta collection really took off around 2000 (empty nesters) and has 
since grown to over 1,000 named varieties plus a few unknowns and 
numerous seedlings. Included in our collection is an old-fashioned variety 
that has it origins from the farm where I grew-up. My gardening fever comes 
from my mother who always had an abundance of flower beds. 

The first gardens wrapped around our house and decks. As our hosta 
collection grew, lawn was lost to numerous outlying gardens. Hostas are 
tucked around lilacs, black walnut, and a maple tree. Our cedar garden 
began in 2004 and stretches about 300’ and is home to the majority of our 
hosta collection where you’ll find astilbe, heuchera, primula, and more. You’ll 
also find raised beds with numerous seedlings and hosta divisions.  

I decided I needed sun loving flowers too.  As you wander around our yard 
you’ll discover our sunny gardens planted with peonies, daylilies (over 900 
varieties), iris, Asiac and Oriental lilies, roses, and other sun-loving 
perennials. Even our shed boasts a wrap-around skirt of flower beds! You’ll 
find a few annuals sprinkled throughout the flower beds as well. Various yard 
art is scattered throughout the gardens, and  
you’ll see angels, frogs big and small,  
and other whimsical art. Dear to our  
hearts is the limestone bench our kids  
gave us for our 35th wedding  
anniversary. We’ve set it in our “wild  
area” with an arbor Terry crafted that  
frames the entrance. Nearby you’ll  
find a silent frog band serenading  
those who sit for a spell!
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Karen & Carl  
Vanden Heuvel 

SEYMOUR, WISCONSIN

Saturday Tour Garden 

Our two-acre garden started as a family project on a shoestring budget over 
forty years ago. We began with a flat, treeless hayfield in 1978 and set to work 
planting hundreds of seedling trees. Carl's grandfather gave us our first plant, 
H. lancifolia as a housewarming gift.  

By the late 1990's we finally had some shade and discovered the amazing 
world of hosta hybrids. Over the years our collection has grown to over 500 
varieties, but we still treasure Grandpa's “green hosta.”    

In 2001, we began a five year long construction of an imitation quarry garden 
feature with a small pond. Using only our small tractor and a hand-cranked 
wrecker, over 800 tons of stone have been used extensively throughout the 
garden, creating planting areas for dwarf conifers, perennials, annuals and, of 
course, hostas. 

There are several homemade structures made from recycled materials; a 
handmade copper dome in the Formal Garden, a fountain made from 
recycled lampshades, and several arbors constructed of recycled wrought 
iron railings.  Stone is prevalent everywhere in the garden, which also 
includes a tufa stone gabion outhouse with a recycled grain bin roof 
complete with plumbing.   

We have a passion for stained glass as 
our winter hobby and display many of  
our pieces in the gardens.  You are  
cordially invited to view our collection  
of stained glass lamps in our home if  
you wish.   

We look forward to your visit! 33



Dennis & Amy Russell 
DE PERE, WISCONSIN

Saturday Tour Garden 

Welcome to our little quarter acre garden retreat, showing that you don’t 
need a big yard to make a big impact, and that the average homeowner can 
create the garden of their dreams. 

Meandering pathways of brick or stepping stones lead to ever-new and 
varied displays of hosta beds. Stone-lined berms provide beds for over 700 
hostas including more than 400 distinct cultivars.  

Our suburban yard is totally shaded by six very large trees.  The shade is 
beautifully dappled and is perfect for growing hostas and other shade 
tolerant plants —EXCEPT — that the six trees are silver maples, the scourge of 
many a hosta grower. We’ve experimented with many creative ways to 
overcome these challenges. Over 100 of the cultivars are in pots — some in 
the ground (to protect them from the tree roots) and others are in decorative 
containers throughout the garden. Over twenty-five understory trees have 
been added to the garden as well.  

Many varieties of ferns, heuchera, and ground cover are dispersed 
throughout the garden as companion plants. Architectural hardscape, 
unique structures, and fencing have also  
been added to enhance the hosta  
viewing experience and provide  
backdrops or focal points.   

Enjoy a quiet stroll through the gardens,  
sit awhile on the homemade benches  
and experience this peaceful and  
intimate garden retreat.
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Rick & Jill Dowland 
FOREST JUNCTION, WISCONSIN

Saturday Tour Garden 

Our gardens began in 1994 after the birth of our daughter, Kylea. They 
began slowly with only a shovel and secretly expanding the beds around the 
house when edging (Rick loved his grass).   

Each year a new bed was added around the perimeter and, finally, the 
middle just “had” to be filled in. By 2000, the only remaining grass was in the 
paths. Although originally filled with sun-loving cottage garden perennials 
and grandma’s hosta, the growing trees brought lots of shade, necessitating 
some change.  

Our first hostas were purchased from Spring Hill and Michigan Bulb. 
Eventually that “leap year” happened and the hosta buying frenzy began, 
replacing and trying to tame that original cottage garden. 

In 2009, additional land “had” to be purchased so we could go to the Foxfire 
Garden close-out sale and expand our collection. Although the hosta bug hit 
us, we do still love color, so we still have lots of perennials including 
heuchera, iris, phlox, sedum, lilies, alliums, and 1000s of spring bulbs. 

We now have over 800 named hosta  
and lots of volunteers trying to win our  
hearts. Our custom wood fence, made  
by Rick’s brother, features lots of  
custom bird houses.  The garden also  
features a small gazebo and bridge,  
2 arbors, a pergola, and a couple  
small ponds. 
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Saturday Tour Garden 

Bob & Barb Klika 
GREEN BAY, WISCONSIN

We built our home in 2000 and started with a blank slate, and the sloping 
landscape was a challenge. After hundreds of trips to area farm fields to 
collect rocks, a plan was formed, including paths and walls. We had just 
begun to be empty nesters — our 3 children were grown and on their own. 

Our daughter, Molly, was a teacher. Her favorite poem was Footprints in the 
Sand, and she had a copy on her classroom wall. In 2005, Molly passed away 
suddenly. It was then that we started putting more meaning into our garden. 
We put in a pond and surrounded it with plants and accessories that meant 
something to us — garden angels, stepping stones, and a memorial bench we 
received in her memory. Our first daylily for the area was called ‘Molly My 
Love.’  We found a hosta named ‘Molly,’ and a ‘Molly Bush’ heuchera. 

We have several other themed gardens on our one-third acre lot, including a 
Police Garden (Bob is a retired law enforcement officer), Sweet Shop Garden 
(Molly loved sweets), and Wine Garden. Over the years, we’ve accumulated 
over 1,400 named varieties of plants, including daylilies, hostas, heuchera, 
lillium, phlox, peony, and clematis. Bob taught himself to weld and he makes 
labels to keep all the varieties identified. 

In 2014, we received the Silver Trowel  
Award for residential garden of the year  
from the Gardeners Club of Green Bay.  

As all gardeners know, a garden is never  
really finished. We like to think that as we  
work in our garden, we have an angel  
watching over us inspiring us.  
Remember… Footprints in the Garden
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Optional Garden Tours
We have some great optional gardens on Wednesday, June 12 and Sunday, 
June 16 from 10am—2pm. Some are only open on one of the days, and 
others are open both days, so please check the dates. Self-driving tours only. 
Registered attendees only — refer to your email for complete addresses.

John & Sue Petit — Graceful Gardens 
Appleton, WI 54915 
Welcome to our hosta garden on a small city lot. We  
started our hosta quest about 13 years ago with the  
gift of a few hostas. It didn't take too many years to  
get to a hosta collection of 200 commercial varieties  
with a nice mix of other perennials. So with our yard  
filled with plants, what more could we want?  Well, in  
2014 John started hybridizing hostas in an effort to add more character. 
There are now about 200 seedlings under evaluation.

Wednesday, June 12 • 10am – 2pm

John & Cindy Lecker — Woods Edge Garden 
Greenville, WI  54942  
My passion for hostas started shortly after my wife and  
I built a new house on the edge of a woods almost 30  
years ago. Over the years our yard has evolved into  
numerous flowing display gardens, highlighted with  
a collection of over 700 hostas and numerous  
companion plants. Stone paths, a restructured 
vegetable garden and circle garden are some of the features created to 
display our tranquil backyard. 

Jim and Zoe Fameree’s Garden 
Green Bay, WI 54304 
We've lived in our home for 46 years, and our house  
and yard have gone through numerous changes in that  
time, including three additions, moving of plants, and  
relocating an entire shade garden. We have a large  
variety of plants. We have around 100 hostas, 100  
daylilies, numerous perennials, a large vegetable  
garden, two columnar apple trees, one mini apple tree, one peach tree, and 
an assortment of annuals. We love experimenting with plants and trying new 
things. Our yard has a lot of color. 37



Optional Garden Tours

Kyle and Mary Beth Gigot’s Garden 
Green Bay, WI 54313 
Our home has many mature trees which made hostas  
an ideal choice. From a start of typical suburban lawn  
and one gifted hosta, our plant collection grew to  
several hundred hostas and companions. The character 
of our garden changed when we removed a large  
Norway maple. While it meant less room for hostas,  
we’re now able to grow sun loving plants and are shifting part of the area to a 
cottage garden feel. Our small vegetable garden provides us with rhubarb 
and asparagus in the spring, followed by lettuces, garlic and leeks, herbs, 
and hops that go into our home-brewed beer.

Wednesday, June 12 • 10am – 2pm

Greg & Marsha Meissner’s, Meissner’s Gardens  
4919 County Road T, Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235  
Our gardens serve as a display area for our landscape  
contracting business. They are an eclectic mix of  
unusual landscape plants featuring approximately 400  
varieties of hosta, hundreds of dwarf or unusual  
conifers, mixed perennials, grasses, trees and a unique  
veggie/herb garden. Hardscape features include a  
brick patio, native fieldstone walls and boulders, unusual birdhouses, brick/
flagstone paths, a garden pond, and limestone steps. The gardens are 
situated on approximately 2.5 acres. 

Parking Directions: Park by the residence if there are openings near the garage, 
several spaces are available at the business office which is located at the east side of 
the residence and south of the house near the large brown 'Wick' building. We have 3 
driveways that will all lead you to our gardens.
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Optional Garden Tours

Rose Hill Gardens 
472 Rose-Hill Drive, Hobart, WI 54155 
Rose Hill Gardens is a retail perennial nursery  
specializing in daylilies, hostas, heuchera, lilies,  
hypertufa planters, and the newest cultivars of  
perennials. We grow and display our plants on 2½  
acres of land located in Hobart, Wisconsin just two  
miles west of Green Bay. 27 display beds are also  
incorporated into the landscape in order to provide the public with a chance 
to view perennials in their mature stage of growth. Our shade garden display 
area includes many of the 150 cultivars of Hostas that we carry as well as 
miniature hosta offerings that are becoming increasingly popular. 

Sunday, June 16 • 10am – 2pm

Pondside Gardens 
14028 Louis Corners Rd, Kiel, WI 53042 
On a quiet country road, nestled among rolling  
woodland paths are 1000s of mature hosta specimens  
that have been collected for many years. Across the  
road you'll find a beautiful pond on more property  
where additional parking is available. The owners,  
Dennis and Diane, maintain the gardens and also run  
its retail garden center where hundreds of hosta are available for sale, both 
newly introduced and classic varieties. If you plan on making a purchase, 
note that only cash or check are accepted.

John and Sue Petit — Graceful Gardens 
Appleton, WI 54915 
Welcome to our hosta garden on a small city lot. We  
started our hosta quest about 13 years ago with the  
gift of a few hostas. It didn't take too many years to  
get to a hosta collection of 200 commercial varieties  
with a nice mix of other perennials. So with our yard  
filled with plants, what more could we want?  Well, in  
2014 John started hybridizing hostas in an effort to add more character. 
There are now about 200 seedlings under evaluation.
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Optional Garden Tours
Sunday, June 16 • 10am – 2pm
John & Cindy Lecker — Woods Edge Garden 
Greenville, WI  54942  
My passion for hostas started shortly after my wife and  
I built a new house on the edge of a woods almost 30  
years ago. Over the years our yard has evolved into  
numerous flowing display gardens, highlighted with a  
collection of over 700 hostas and numerous companion plants. Stone paths, 
a restructured vegetable garden and circle garden are  
some of the features created to display our tranquil backyard. 

Greg & Marsha Meissner’s, Meissner’s Gardens  
4919 County Road T, Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235  
Our gardens serve as a display area for our landscape  
contracting business. They are an eclectic mix of  
unusual landscape plants featuring approximately 400  
varieties of hosta, hundreds of dwarf or unusual  
conifers, mixed perennials, grasses, trees and a unique  
veggie/herb garden. Hardscape features include a  
brick patio, native fieldstone walls and boulders, unusual birdhouses, brick/
flagstone paths, a garden pond, and limestone steps. The gardens are 
situated on approximately 2.5 acres. 

Parking Directions: Park by the residence if there are openings near the garage, 
several spaces are available at the business office which is located at the east side of 
the residence and south of the house near the large brown 'Wick' building. We have 3 
driveways that will all lead you to our gardens.

Jim and Zoe Fameree’s Garden 
Bay, WI 54304 
We've lived in our home for 46 years, and our house  
and yard have gone through numerous changes in that  
time, including three additions, moving of plants, and  
relocating an entire shade garden. We have a large  
variety of plants. We have around 100 hostas, 100  
daylilies, numerous perennials, a large vegetable  
garden, two columnar apple trees, one mini apple tree, one peach tree, and 
an assortment of annuals. We love experimenting with plants and trying new 
things. Our yard has a lot of color.
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THE ROD KUENSTER HOSTA SEED GROWERS'  
SEEDLING COMPETITION & SHOW

Seedling Competition & Show 

The 2019 edition of The Rod Kuenster Hosta Seed Growers' Seedling 
Competition & Show is taking place as part of the combined Midwest Regional 
and National American Hosta Society conventions. This show is an outgrowth 
of the Hosta Seed Growers' online forum founded in 2009 by Rod Kuenster.   

The first seedling show and competition was held in 2012 at Land of The 
Giants Hosta farm. The success of that first show led to a seedling show and 
competition held as a part of the 2014 Midwest Convention in Green Bay.  
Historically associated with the Midwest Convention, the show returns to Green 
Bay for this year's combined convention. 

More show than competition, winners are judged by attendees rather than 
trained judges as is the leaf show. Entrants can choose from nine (9) classes for 
their seedlings:  

Even first year seed growers have a place here to show off their creations.  Full 
show rules are listed at www.hostaseedgrowers.com. 

The focus is really on the fun and excitement of growing hosta seeds and the 
rewards of creating an exciting new hosta. If you are a seed grower or 
hybridizer, hopefully you have brought a seedling or two to enter. If not, come 
and see what other growers are up to in Pullman’s Meeting Room.   

If you have never grown hosta from seed, this is your chance to see the 
enjoyment you could have. The growers manning the show are always eager to 
help others get started in our fun hobby. 

See you at the show and don't forget to vote for your favorites!

• Blue 
• Streaked/splashed/misted, 
• Small and mini 
• First year seedlings

• Green 
• Margin variegated 
• Yellow 
• Medio-variegated 
• Red petiole
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Hosta Show 

The Hostaffinity Hosta Show is a society event, accredited by the American 
Hosta Society (AHS) and is open for anyone to enter. The purpose of a hosta 
show is education. The show provides an opportunity to further educate the 
AHS membership about hostas while providing hands-on training for those 
members who work in the show. 

Judging is conducted by AHS judges and is open for public viewing once 
judging is completed. The show offers several different divisions for exhibiting, 
including cut leaf entries from both classic and older varieties along with 
newer and trend-setting introductions.  
 
Other exhibitors will enter hostas grown in containers, along with troughs &  
container gardens with hostas grown in them arranged for effect. Educational  
displays relating to hostas and arrangements using hosta leaves for  
artistic design complete the entry categories. 
 
Society members are on hand during the public viewing times to answer any  
questions show visitors might have about America’s most popular perennial  
plant, and to distribute information about the propagation and cultivation  
of the ”friendship plant”.  

Join us in the Great Lakes Complex to participate and see what it’s all about! 

YOUR HOSTA SHOW COMMITTEE 

Show Co-Chairs……………………………………  
Awards Co-Chairs………………………………… 
Classification Co-Chairs…………………………. 
Clerks Chair……………………………………….. 
Judges Chair……………………………………… 
Placement Co-Chairs…………………………….. 
Registration/Exhibitor Assistance Co-Chairs….  
Schedule Chair…………………………………… 
Staging and Dismantling Chair………………… 
Tabulation Co-Chairs……………………………. 
Design Chair………………………………………
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Chuck Zdeb, Pat Gwidt 
Chuck Zdeb, Pat Gwidt 
Jim & Holly O’Donnell, Mary Ann Metz 
Germaine Schwaller 
Chuck Zdeb 
Randy Goodwin, Steve Cummingham 
Cindy Tomashek, Mona Keehn 
Mary Vertz 
MJ Kapla 
Sally Stewart, Carolyn Hamilton, Germaine Schwaller 
Carol Catlin



Green & Gold Raffle 

KEEP 
CALM 

AND 

BUY RAFFLE 
TICKETS 

The Green & Gold Hosta Society of Northeastern Wisconsin is honored to  
host this year’s AHS convention and is holding a raffle to help raise funds  

to support their mission and offset various convention expenses. 

Enter to win several one-of-a-kind garden-related items!  

RAFFLE TICKETS 
5/$5 or 15/$10 

Visit the raffle booth located inside the vendor area  
in the Iroquois Complex.  

Winning numbers will be selected and posted on Saturday, 
June 15 at 3pm. Items must be picked up by 5pm. 
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www.voleking.com
Permanent Vole and Gopher protection

Pro-active, not re-active, one time solution.
304 Stainless steel wire mesh pre-rolled baskets.

Fast, Simple, User friendly sizes QT-30GAL
Eco friendly Organic Gardening
NO MORE HARDWARE CLOTH!

sales@voleking.com




